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Jont Synposim on the Interfaces of G rammar

«

W e are pleased to announce that the “ Joint Symposim on the Ihterfaces of G rammar’ will be held n
Beijing on October 19— 21, 2011

The synposim ams at bringing together researchers of phonetics phonology morphology syntax
sam antics psycholingu stics and pragmatics who are interested n the nteractbn between different modules of
gramm ar and the cwossmodular computatbn at the interfaces

The study on lingustic nterfices has become one of the most exciting areas of research i recent years
and it 5 assuned that the mnteractions between different canponents of hnguage faculy can reveal the
operatbns of language w ihin human mind/brain In Chinese mterface operatons phy an even more i portant
wle n the granmatical systan of the language as boundaries beween the core components of Chinese gramm ar
often are not so clear For mstance in Chinese syntax can directly nterface with pragmats i lingu stic
computaton M ore and more interesting research woiks have amerged at the mterfaces in Inguistics and we
think that it is high tme to oganize a symposim n Beijng to facilitate cwossdsciplinary dscussion on the
interface strategies and same of the mportant questbns conceming the nteractbn between different can ponents
of the granmar fran a comparative perspective Potentnl issues to be addressed nclude the followng i terface
themes  SyntaxPhonology-Phonetics  Syntax-M opphobgy  Syntax Infom atbn  Structure  Syntax Sem antics
Pragmatics Psycholinguistics and Language A cquiition Language Variaton and Changg Computatbnal System
of the Language Pwcessor n the Hunan M ind/Brain

The paper presentatons w ill focus on the empircal problans and Esues conceming the mteraction between
different components of granmar Discussions on the connection between the language faculty and cognition/
brain will also be encouraged
The official hnguage of the symposiim will be English
O rganized by (1) Contenporary Linguistics and Phonetics Laboratory Institute of Lingustics Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS); (2) Deparment of Chinesg Translation and L inguistics and The
H alliday Center or Intelligent A pp licatons of Language Studies Ciy University of Hong Kong (C iyU)
Conference Venue Beijng Chinese Acadeny of Social Sciences (CASS), the highest academ ic research
instituton of hum anities and social sciences n China
We bok Hward to welcan ng you i Beijing
O rganizers Pwof JianhuaHu ( CASS), Pwof Hahua Pan (CityU), Prof Aiun Li(CASS), and Pwof Po
lun Peppina Lee (CinU)

For any enquiries please contact the conference organizers by sending emails to Interfaces@ gnail com.
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analysis n Hong Kong Sign Language (HKSL). Path movement and bcal movement are wo classes of
movenent i signs Path movement contains setting and shape features Local movement & subcategorized nb
orientatbn change and aperture change the two of which have their ovn tem nhal features There still exist
other moveanent poperties lke repetitbns retuming and trilk which show lkxical contrasts Their correspond ing
fomal fatres will also be dscussed

Keywords Hong Kong Sin Language sign phonology movement types lexical contrast

HE Jia Instrument classifiers in Tianjin Sign Language

Careful analysis on the elicited data of instrument chssifiers( ICLs) n T anjin Sin Language(TSL) shovs that
instrum ent chssifier handshape can be dvided mto three types whol entity chssifier handling chssifier and
whole entity + handlng chssifier It 5 found n ICLs that classifier handshape itself cannot detem ne the
aigument structure as well as the tmnsitivity of the whole predicate Agent oriented non-manuals have been
used to test the existence of agent amunent n LLs It is Hund that he signers body has syntactic agreem ent
relatonship with the agent agument in all three types of mstument classifier predicates This shovs that
siners body has sin ilar granm atical function as he classifier handshape A lthough researches in the literature
mostly focus on the analysis of classifier handshape it & poposed that signers body is also a type of
classifier which has sm ilar granm atical function as classifier handshape n nstument chssifier pred cates n
TSL

Keywords Tianjin Sgn Language mstument classifiers argument stucturg syntactic and sem antic behavior

Prudence S Y. LAU, Causative alternation in Hong Kong Sign L anguage

Thi study exan nes causatve unaccusative allematon n Hong Kong Sin Language(HKSL). In particuhr i
exam ines what properties contrbute to transitive-unaccusatve altemation and present an analysis that accounts
for such phenanenon It &5 ocbsewed that the causative altemation takes place when a human volitbnal agent
associited wih a specific classifier is the extemal aigunent In sined languages whik the velb root remains
unchanged between the causative and unaccusatve pair this alternaton 5 realized through a change of
classifier handshape The causative altemation however & not obsewed when ther is a nomrvolitional extemal
aigument A series of wo chssifier predicates to encode the cause and result is required

K eywords causative altemation Hong Kong Sign Language class ifiers

G ladys W. L. TANG, Directions on research into verb acquisiton in Hong Kong Sign Language

The sign languages under nvestigatbn so far share a canmon systen of velb categorzatbn plain veibs
agrean ent verbs spatil verbs and classifier predicates Thi paper focuses on how deaf chidren of Hong Kong
Sin Language acquire these veibal categories and their morpho syntactic properties It is proposed that their
acquisitbn process can be accounted for by V-tov movenent n generative syntax

Keywords sin language veib acquisitbn classifier pred cates

GladysW. L. TANG, Chris K M. YIU ScholasticaW. S LAM, Cat H M. FUNG, and Felk Y. B
SZE, The nsight of sign bilingualim research on deaf education

Sign bilngualisn 1 the past was st a concept wih ver little research Recently research mto Sign
Linguistics and sin language acquisitbon by deaf chidren not only helps us undestand how deaf childen
acqu ire natural sign hnguage from deaf parents but also how they grow up being sign bilingual w ih processes
denonstrating code-sw itching or codebknding phenomena Relevant research findings have ako begun ©
stinulate many researchers to reconsiler the different modes of communication engaged by deaf people and the
use of natural sign language n deaf educaton The paper poposes that sign bilngualisn can be camwid out
not just m deaf schools but also n a coenwlnent seting aganst he general backdwp of nchisve education
The paper ends by describing sane relkvant research progcts conducted n China and Hong Kong that is based
on sin bilngualem and co-enroment i deaf education

Keywords sin lingustics hnguage acquisiton, sign bilingualisn deaf education co-enwhent education
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